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New school in
South Africa
A YW English language school
rn Lape lown, South Africa,
opened in Septembel offerins
a unique product of Enelish and
culrural integration, aicordine
to Aaliya Bulbulia, Director oi
Studies at the new venture.

was very helpful to UKBA in
supporting the business case
for. this. Obviously it will help
reduce travel time [for manv] so
will make UK visas cheapeiand
easier for Russians to obtain.,,

This year, applicants outside
of the three major cities had to
make costly travel plans ro at-
tend an interview in person at a
\4sa centre and have their photo
taken and fingerprints scanned.€

Engfish uK makes headway in Russia
FOLLOiVING a difficult year
for UK language schools work-
ing in Russia - when new bio-
metnc testing requirements but
a lack of biometric tesring units
across Russia meant a fre6fail in
13 ^applicants 

(see LfiV! May
2008, page 7) * there is good
news on the horizon.

English UK has worked
I with the UK Border Agency to
; secure two new visa application

centres next year with a possible
third also to open. Novosibirsk
and Rostov on Don will host
vra application centres that can
undertake the biometric testing
required for all visa applicants.
This is in addition to the current
visa centres in Moscow, St pe-
tersburg or Ekaterinburg.

Tony Millns, Chief dxecutive
of English UK, said, ,,Evidence

from English UK members

Kurus English will offer
teacher-guided language excur_
slons three times a week in
addition to classroom-based
lessons. "Our goal is to combine
learning English with building
meaningful awareness of cull
tural diversity," said Bulbulia,
who was previously Director of
Studies at Cape Studies.

- The school was set up by Jo_
hannes Kraus, who was himself
an English language srudent in
Lape lown. He said thar while
he was very satisfied with the
teaching he received, there was
no link between the teaching
and Africa.

He has teamed up with Cof-
fee Beans Routes (Language Ex
cursrons) to provide the regular
trips for students that embrace
the local community. For exam_
ple, students may attend a Teba
Xh_osa cooking session as part of
a food & cuisine module. Or,
as part of a module on media
& expression, they can visit TV
newsrooms and radio stations,

Saudis can access legal aid overseas
,
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and have the chance to inter
view a radio presenter.

"Our concept is to use au-
thentic texts about South Africa
and Afnca," commented Kraus,
"and to offer the students real-
life context; a holistic cultural
experience." &

THE SAUDI Arabian govern-
ment has announced that it will
provide assistance to any of its
cttlzens overseas shoulc{ thp*,
require legal counsel. n 

" 
#.i

sion comes as many Saudi citi-
zens continue to benefit from
the King Abdullah Scholarship
Program, which pays for certarn
undergraduate programmes
overseas and preliminary Eng_
trsn tanguage ruition if required.
This year, 17,628 scholirships
have been issued for students
going to the USA and Asian
countries, in the main.

Al Madinah newspaper
reported that from now on,
measures will be put in place
so that Saudi diplomatic mis_

srons appoint Saudi lawyers to
defend cirizens on any ihurg",
brought and pay bail condi
tions, if they cannot meet legal
costs themselves. &

Bell International's new teacher focus

:

BELL International, based in the
UK, is launching a new Gacher
Lampus next year as a cenffe
for professional development
courses for English language
teachers worldwide.

. Participants on the profes_
slonal programmes will live
on site at Homenon Collesc at
Cambridge u"i""riirv l"j-0"
able to attend conference-style workshops as well as standard lessonson language and methodology. Bruce Milng product O",r"top_"ni
Manager at Belf said that guest speakers would also deliver some ofthe afternoon sessions.

The aim is to create a campus of non-native English teach-ers from around the world. Milne comme","j,-a ,in!t" .r.pu,location will create a lor of synergy, et"-lil;i opportumty for

professional exchange and the
chance to forge international
friendships." He added, ,,The

conterence-style sessions are an
exciting new departture and will
grve teachers the chance to dip
their toes in new areas they wiil
not have considered before.,,

. 
For English teachers living

within the European Union,
funding is available to attend
such courses under the Comen-

irr and Crundtuig schemes.
Language travel agencies may
be able to help applicanrs apply
Ior such grants ahead of enrol_
ment on a course. I
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Argentinean pesos 3.035
Australian Dollar 1.075Brazilian Real 1.565
British pound 0.509Bulgarian Leva 1.24g
Canadian Dollar 1.034
Chilean pesos b lO. i O
Chinese (PR) yuan RMB 6.858Czech KorJly is.3g
Darisn Kronei 4. l8gEgyptian pound 5.30jtru L uro 0.642
Hong Kong Dollar 7.804
Hungarian Forint j49.96
lcelandic Kronur 79.58
rnoonesran Rupiah 9,'1 1 9.6lsraeli New Shekels 3.543
Japanese yen 108.j7
Mexican peso 9.933
New Zealand Doliar 1.369
Norwegian Kroner 5. 138Pakistan Rupees 7l.550
Polish Ztoly 2.057Russian Rubles 23.42
Singaporean Dollar 1.3r2
Slovakian Koruny 19.483
South African Rand 7.22g
South Korean Won 1 ,Oi 6.90
Swedish Kronor 6.073
Swiss Franc 1.048
Taiwanese NT Dollar 30.221
Thai Baht 33.613
Turktsh New Lira 1.j50
Venezuelan Bolivar 2.147

tRates 
are sublect to change and should be lseo
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MEI-RelsaTokyo & Osaka
Workshop
Datei September 12
Venuei tbc
nfo@mei.ie
wwwme.le

International Education Fairs of
Turkey
Date: October i2-'ig
Venuei Ankara, zm t Bursa, lstanbul
-Tufkey
nfo@ieft.net
www eJl.net

Foreign Languages plus
Date: October l3
Venue: St Petersburg, Russia
abroad@study.ru
http://p us.study.ru

The ICEF China Workshop
Date: October l4-i6
Venue: Bejing, China
rnto@icef.com
wwwtcet,com

Fedele Annual Meeting
Date: October 16-19
Venue: Madrid, Spain
info@fede e.org
wwwfedele org

MEI-Relsa Turkey WorkshoD
Date: October 11
Venue: lstanbul, Turkey
adaan cummins@mei.ie
wwwmei. e

China Education Expo 2008
Date: October 1B-19
Venuer Bejing, China
Lily@falrl nk.com cn

Naiah Education &Trainino
Careers Exhibition
Date: October i9 2T
Venuet Abu Duba, UAE
chfl st ne.weaver@iirme.com
www.naJah-online.com

Expoa2 Morocco Fair
DaIe: Acbbet 21-22
Venue: Casablanca, lVorocco
info@aafair com
wwwaafair.com

MEI-Relsa Agent Fair Moscow
Date: October 22
Venue: TBC
inJo@mei e
wwwme le
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