
Brightness in
South Africa
South Africa is an affordable study destination whose star is rising, with more
students considering learning English in the country. Jr|rr Venruon SvrrH reports.

he prcture emerging from South

Africa at the turn of the year was
that language schoo s generally

prospefed ln 2008. A number of factors
have contr buted to thls positive trend. White
schools' own effo(s have undoubtedly
played a part, as Cralg Leith, Principa of
Cape Town based Good Hope Studies,

acknowledges, the upturn is a so a result of
South Africa becoming better known as an

EFL destination, according to.lane Dlesel

Director at nlingua Language Training Centre

n Ine same ctty_

This in turn, she points out, has been
helped by the presence of the national

association, Eltasa, at a number of falrs. The

country's low cost of living is also significant,

as Tatiana Cavarsam of LAL high lghts, along

wlth a favourable exchange rate and exposure

for the forthcoming 2010 footba I World

CLrp. Thus, whie many markets have a ready

begun to feel the cold wind of economic downturn, the South African
anguage travel sector remains buoyant, with student numbers up by
20 per cent and more at a numbef of estab ished schools.

Traditionally recruiting a arge number of students from Germany
and Swltzerland (see ple cha(), these nat onalitles continued to
leature strongly in 2008. At The Internatjonal English School ES) in
Somerset West, the number of Swiss students increased, as they
showed growing interest ln examination programmes. At lnternationa
House Cape Town, lvlanaglng Directot Gavln Eyre, has observed an

increase n Brazilian, Spanish, Russian and Turkish students over the
ast year. " Brazilian bookings are up by about 15 per cent Iandl the rest

[by] about 10 per cent," he notes.

For LAL, the best lncrease has been a 285 per cent surge from
the Middle East. "The Saudi Arabian market is grow ng once agajn,"
comments Cavarsam, "due to the forthcoming soccer World Cup and
the competitive price of our long stay programmes, as well as the
low ivlng costs." Meanwhile, at Wlts Language School. the greatest
increase has been ln students from Turkey. According to Course
Coordinator, Trish Cooper, their share has risen from six per centto 16
per cent on average per course, as Turklsh people increasing y seek
bus ness opportunities within South Africa.

One trend that recurs across a nurnber of schoo s is the growth
in demand from other African countrles. The Democratic Republic
of Congo performed we I at CT School of Engllsh ln Cape Town,
according to N4anya Brede l, and at Wits Language School, Coopef
observes that, "The main reasons seem to be that these students are

more mature and [arel self-funded. They have very clear 906]s, and are

aiming to improve their English as much as

possible within a relatively short time-frame

- six months on average."

With student numbers fising, language

schools have observed gfowing interest
ln a number of course types. Examination
programmes appear to be a significant
growth a.ea, and Bredell hlghlights Toefl and

Cambridge programmes, in particular. 41

Bay Language Instltute, courses preparing

students for both exams and academic

studies l^ave g'ow1 ir popular'ly. dccordt.lg to
Sean Fitzhenry at the school, mainly because

of the increase in the number of African

students. As a result, there is also a trend for
longer courses of between 16 and 24 weeks.

New school openings are a so a slgn of a

buoyant market, and Wits Language Schoo
is pldnrir g roopFn d new sctoo ;r Prerofia.

Kurus English CC opened its doors in Cape

Town in September 2008, and [/]anaging

D re( lo. Johanres K dus. says Indt he is

expecting growth in the next couple of years.

One factor in this is the view that the rand wil
remain weak agalnst the major currencies,

w:lh rhF e'fect that the cou,llry w l conl.lLF
to be a cheap tourist destination. a


